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PROCLAMATION NO.548/2007.

MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT OF GOODS
PROCLAMATION

Whereas, strong economy is the major objective
of the Government of Ethiopia and to this effect trade
and transport are inextricably linked. Transport is a
key sector for international trade, for regional
integration and for ensuring a balanced national
development.

Whereas, cost related to transit transport of import
and export goods shore handling, storage, procedures
in port and customs clearance and other related time
consuming documentation processes are costly for our
country. Recognizing that international multimodal
transport is one means of facilitating efficient and cost
effective transit logistic service of our country’s
international trade.

NOW, THEREFORE, in accordance with Article
55 (1) of the constitution of the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby proclaimed as
follows:-
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PART ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as "Multimodal
Transport of Goods Proclamation No. 548/2007"

2. Definitions

In this Proclamation :-

1/ "International Multimodal Transport” means the

carriage of goods by at least two different modes
of transport on the basis of a multimodal
transport contract from a place at which the
goods are taken in charge by the multimodal
transport operator to a place designated for
delivery. The operations of pick-up and delivery
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i/ «0F ALy TINE AP®T  AovlhAl 6/ "Consignee" means the person entitled to take
ao it PAD- W@ TINT 1D delvery of the goods ;
I/ «0P» TWT CTFEOP LT U PRI 7/ "Goods" means any property includin
DT ABGU9® DHELICTIE PO o0 y PrOPerty mmeieind
live animals as well as containers,
MHLE YITT (7 0TN) 0LI° oA, allets or similar articles of transport or
04 PTLIAINT MLI° NbP AhLINM- pariets. ! ansp
PILAM. SIGTDI° PO NPT packaging, supplied by the consignor.
J AR AT
/Dy AT MFLPC ORI® hT P 8 " P_erson" means physical or juridical person
- AD T SHAMm- AT Y- T having legal personality;
B/ <ty Tt 9/ " Delivery Means:
. . (i) in the case of a negotiable multimodal
'/ T {"Q‘{(.:‘;«ngf-'., ??"‘;A nf,;nuf\,;ﬁ I qnfﬁ transport document, delivering of the goods
03 AL LI Aavlhl to or placing the goods at the disposal of, the
o' AAD TISTD9° AD- “IhLhA consignee or any other person entitled to
DL’ NETTE OC ATAUPT 718l receive It;
L [\ TURE
(if) in the case of non-negotiable multimodal
i/ AL LAY Paodt: P8 M CT transport document, delivering of the
0L NTLPINF LR 0@ At goods to or placing the goods at the
@L (Lo ag® g‘ ”’-"‘4"“-9"1‘,‘ s disposal of, the consignee or any person
g(ﬁz‘h;‘,‘m?ﬁ]{q ' a),e(.\;" m[?;q,,;t' “/1,75 authorized by the consignee to accept
WO e TN - E delivery of the goods on his behalf;
0/ «PTAALNTS TIAT ARG TP 00D NOFD 10/ "Endorsee" means the person in whose favor
AL, A ool PFAALAT @ AP an endorsement is made, and in the case of
thr2L  e70FANG A0C R4 successive endorsement, the person in whose
Nooanlh PHANLAT A@- 7Tt 103 favor the last endorsement is made;
18/ «TINAAE» TIAT AAANGE NTLTFA Poodt: 11/ "Endorsement” means the signing by the
PEA T&M2°CF Mg AL 609 PR consignee or endorsee after adding a direction
@®L9° N5  CHANLAT  A@- 01% AL on a negotiable multimodal transport document
fg"‘:}“fﬁ:ﬂh“h";ﬁ”?ﬁ] &g”z;ﬁﬂﬁc f:,gjl to pass the property in the goods mentioned in
AS- Db OO AIAANAG: TLCT 1 F such document to a specified person;

1€ OTAA LCPTD A [WOBACH TN 12/ "Special Drawing Rights " means an equivalent

o 0Pdba  ®LP (hae 969  Phmebam- currency of a state regarding the limit of
PAANIE  PALYT  9PmT PUAIS  hd G liability of the carrier per package or kilogram
P1HIA L COF AONG-CF aowlt (199249 which shall be circulated and paid in
THO N°2L08.ANTF A1C IC +Hovmay egy accordance with the method of valuation
2 LTPAR s B T A TU RN applied by the International Monetary Fund.

I/ “PALTE o0&y TINF 0P AgoNt: 13/ " Taking Charge:- means that the goods have
8N T¢I CH  AnSPT ooOAmES been handed over to and accepted for carriage
‘7;7(-;\“49“., (gf“” ATFFYH av b7 T1LTT by the multimodal transport operator;

1) @FEHZC A8y TN AP 14/ "Mode of Transport" means carriage of goods

Moo 71L& (APCE NIN-C: @29° NMUC
7% H& -7

by road, air, rail, or sea.;
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TAZPRZ (&) AHY APE £73.919F
14999, h QU 79°::

3.

4.

15/

“Dangerous Goods” means goods which are
classified as hazardous or may become
hazardous as well as goods which are or may
become of dangerous, inflammable, radioactive,
noxious or damaging nature, or those which are
potentially hazardous to human beings and the
environment.

SCOPE OF APPLICATION

1/ The provisions of this Proclamation shall
apply to all multimodal transport contract after
conclusion of which a multimodal transport
document is issued according to the provisions
provided for in Articles 4 to 10 of this
Proclamation.

2/ When a multimodal transport contract has

been concluded according to Article 2
Sub-Article (1) of this proclamation, the
provisions of this Proclamation shall
be mandatory applicable to such
contract.

3/ Nothing in this Proclamation shall affect
the right of the consignor to choose between
multimodal transport and segmented transport.

PART TWO

MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT DOCUMENT

Issue of Multimodal Transport
Document

1/ When the goods are taken in charge by the

multimodal  transport  operator, shall issue a
multimodal transport document which, at the
option of the consignor, shall be in, either
negotiable or non-negotiable form.

2/ The multimodal transport document shall be

signed by the multimodal transport operator or of a
person having authority from him.

3/ The signature on the multimodal transport

document may be in hand writing, printed in
facsimile, stamped, in symbol or made by any
other mechanical or electronic means.

4/  Article 1727(2) of the Civil Code of Ethiopia

shall not apply to the provision of this
Proclamation .
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5. Non-

Negotiable Multimodal Transport

Document

1/

2/

If the shipper so agrees, a non-negotiable
multimodal transport document may be issued
by making use of any mechanical and
electronic means or other means preserving a
record of the particulars stated in Article 8
to be contained in the multimodal transport
document .

In the case mentioned in Sub-Article (1) of
this Article, the multimodal transport operator
after having taken the goods in charge shall
deliver to the shipper a readable document
containing all the particulars so recorded, and
such document shall for the purposes of the
provisions of this Proclamation be deemed to
be a multimodal transport document

3/ Where a multimodal transport document is issued

4/

in non-negotiable form it shall indicate a
named consignee.

The multimodal transport operator shall be
discharged from his obligation to deliver the
goods if he makes delivery thereof to the
consignee named in such non-negotiable
multimodal transport document or to such
other person as he may be duly instructed, as a
rule, in writing.

6. Negotiable Multimodal Transport Document

Where a multimodal transport document is issued

in

1/

2/

3/

4/

5/

negotiable form:-

it shall be made out to order or to bearer,

if made out to order it shall be transferable by
endorsement,

if made to bearer it shall be transferable
without endorsement,

if issued in a set of more than one original it
shall indicate the number of originals in the set,

if any copies are issued each copy shall be
marked "non-negotiable copy".
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7. Multimodal Transport Document to be
Regarded as Document of Title

1/ Every consignee named in the negotiable or
non-negotiable multimodal transport
document and every endorsee of such
document as the case may be, to whom the
property in the goods mentioned therein
shall pass, upon or by each reason of such
consignment or endorsement shall have all
the rights and liabilities of the consignor.

2/ Nothing contained in Sub-Article (1) of this
Acrticle shall prejudice or affect the right of
the multimodal transport operator to claim
freight from the shipper or enforce any
liability of the consignee or endorsee by
reason of his being such consignee or
endorsee.

8. Contents of Multimodal Transport Document

1/ The multimodal transport document shall contain
the following particulars:-

(a) the general nature of the goods, the
leading marks necessary for
identification of the goods, an express
statement, if applicable, as to the
dangerous character of the goods, the
number of packages or pieces, and the
gross weight of the goods or their
quantity otherwise expressed, all
such particulars as furnished by the
shipper,

(b)  the apparent condition of the goods,

(c) the name and principal place of
business of the multimodal transport
operator,

(d) the name of the shipper,

(e) the consignee, if named by the
consignor,

(f) the place and date of taking in charge
of the goods by the multimodal
transport operator,

(g) the place of delivery of the goods,

(h)  the date or the period of delivery of the
goods at the place of delivery,
if expressly agreed upon between
the parties,
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() the place and date of issue of the
multimodal transport document, a
statement indicating whether the
multimodal transport document is
negotiable or non-negotiable,

(J) the signature of the multimodal transport
operator or of a person having
authority from him,

(k) the freight for each mode of transport, if
expressly agreed  between the
parties, or the freight, including its
currency, to the extent payable by the
consignee or other indication that
freight is payable by him,

(I) the intended journey route, modes
of transport and places of
transshipment, if known at the time
of issuance of the multimodal
transport document,

(m) the statement referred to in Article 44

(n) any other particulars which the parties
may agree to insert in the
multimodal transport document, if
not inconsistent with the laws and
regulations applicable in Ethiopia.

(0). The absence from the multimodal
transport document of one or more of
the particulars referred to in Article
8 shall not affect the legal
character of the document as a
multimodal transport document
provided that it nevertheless meets
the requirements set out in sub-
article 4 of Article 2.

9. Reservations In The Multimodal Transport Document

1/ If the multimodal transport document contains
particulars concerning the general nature,
leading marks, number of packages or pieces,
weight or quantity of the goods which the
multimodal transport operator or a person acting on
his behalf knows, or has reasonable grounds to
suspect, do not accurately represent the goods
actually taken in charge, or if he has no
reasonable means of checking such
particulars, the multimodal transport operator or a
person acting on his behalf shall insert in the
multimodal transport document a reservation
specifying these inaccuracies, grounds of
suspicion or the absence of reasonable means of
checking.
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2/ If the multimodal transport operator Or a person
acting on his behalf fails to note on the
multimodal transport document the apparent
condition of the goods, he is deemed to
have noted on the multimodal transport
document that the goods were in apparent
good condition.

10. Evidentiary Effect of Multimodal Transport

Document

Except for particulars in respect of which and
to the extent to which a reservation permitted
under Article 9 has been entered:-

1/ the multimodal transport document shall be
"prima facie" evidence of the taking in
charge by the multimodal transport operator of
the goods as described therein, and

2/ proof to the contrary by the multimodal
transport operator shall not be admissible if
the multimodal transport document is issued
in negotiable form and has been
transferred to a third party, including a
consignee, who has acted in good faith
in reliance on the description of the goods
therein.

Intentional Mis-statements or Omissions

When the multimodal transport operator, with intent to
defraud, gives in the multimodal transport document
false information concerning the goods or omits
any information required to be included under
Sub-Article (a) or (b) of Article 8 or under
Articles 9 (1)and (2), he shall be liable, without
the benefit of the limitation of liability provided
for in this Proclamation , for any loss, damage or
expenses incurred by a third party, including a
consignee, who acted in reliance on the
description of the goods in the multimodal transport
document issued.
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12. Guarantee By The Shipper

1/ The shipper shall be deemed to have
guaranteed to the multimodal transport operator
the adequacy and accuracy, at the time the
goods were taken in charge by the multimodal
transport operator, of particulars relating to the
general nature of the goods, their marks,
number, weight and quantity and, if ap-
plicable, to the dangerous character of the
goods, as furnished by him for insertion in the
multimodal transport document.

2/ The shipper shall indemnify the multimodal
transport operator against loss resulting from
inaccuracies in or inadequacies of the
particulars referred to in sub-articlelof this
Article. The shipper shall remain liable
even if the multimodal transport document has
been transferred by him.

3/ The right of the multimodal transport operator to the
indemnity referred to Sub-Article (1) of this
Article shall in no way limit his liability
under the multimodal transport contract to any
person other than the consignee.

13. Other Documents

The issue of the multimodal transport document does
not preclude the issue, if necessary, of other
documents relating to transport or other services
involved in multimodal transport, in accordance
with applicable international conventions or
national laws. However, the issue of such other
documents shall not affect the legal character
of the multimodal transport document.

PART THREE
RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY OF THE
MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT OPERATOR

14. Delivery of Goods

1/ Delivery of the goods may be demanded
from the multimodal transport operator or a
person acting on his behalf only against a
surrender of the negotiable multimodal transport
document duly endorsed where necessary. if
the multimodal transport document as non
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15.

2/

negotiable, only upon delivery of it.

The multimodal transport operator shall be
discharged from his obligation to deliver
the goods if, where a multimodal transport
document has been issued in a set of more
than one original, he or a person acting
on his behalf has in good faith delivered
the goods against surrender of one of such
originals.

PERIOD OF RESPONSIBILITY

1/

2/

The responsibility of the multimodal transport
operator for the goods under the provisions of
this Proclamation covers the period from
the time he takes the goods in his charge to the
time of their delivery.

For the purposes of Article 14 | the
multimodal transport operator is deemed to be in
charge of the goods:-

(a) from the time he has taken over the goods
from:-

0] the shipper or a person acting on his
behalf, or

(i) an authority or other third party to

whom, pursuant to the laws and

regulations applicable at the place

of taking in charge, the goods must

be handed over for transport,

(b) until the time he has delivered the

goods:-

(i) by handing over the goods to the
consignee, or
(ii) in cases where the consignee does
not receive the goods from the
multimodal transport operator, by
placing them at the disposal of the
consignee in accordance with the
multimodal transport contract or with
the law or with the usage of the
particular trade applicable at the
place of delivery, or
(iii) by handing over the goods to an
authority or other third party to
whom, pursuant to the laws or
regulations applicable at the
place of delivery, the goods must
be handed over.
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3/ Reference to the multimodal transport operator,
in sub- articles (1) and (2) of this Article
shall include his servants or agents or any
other person of whose services he makes
use for the performance of the multimodal
transport contract, and reference to the
consignor or consignee shall include
their servants or agents.

16. _LIABILITY OF THE MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT
OPERATOR FOR HISSERVANTS AND AGENTS
AND OTHER PERSONS

Subject to the provisions of Article 25 of this
Proclamation, the multimodal transport operator shall
be liable for the acts and omissions of his
servants or agents when any such servant
or agent is acting within the scope of his
employment, or of any other person of whose
services he makes use for the performance
of the multimodal transport contract, when such
person is acting in the performance of the
contract, as if such acts and omissions were his own.

17. BASIS OF LIABILITY

1/ The multimodal transport operator shall be liable
for loss resulting from loss of or damage
to the goods, as well as from delay in
delivery, if the occurrence which caused
the loss, damage or delay in delivery took
place while the goods were in his charge as defi-
ned in Article15(1), unless the multimodal
transport operator proves that he, his servants
or agents or any other person referred to in
Article 16 took all measures that could
reasonably be required to avoid the
occurrence and its consequences.

2/ Delay in delivery occurs when the goods
have not been delivered within the time
expressly agreed upon or, in the absence
of such agreement, within the time which it
would be reasonable to require of a diligent
multimodal transport operator, having regard to
the circumstances of the case.

3/ If the goods have not been delivered within
90 consecutive days following the date of
delivery determined according to Sub-
Article (2) of this Article, the claimant
may treat the goods as lost.
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The carrier shall however be relieved of liability if
the loss, damage or delay was caused by the
wrongful act or neglect of the claimant, by the
instructions of the claimant given otherwise than
as the result of a wrongful act or neglect on the
part of the carrier, by inherent vice or the goods or
through force majeure.

19 CONCURRENT CAUSES

Where a fault or neglect on the part of the
multimodal transport operator, his servants or agents
or any other person referred to in Article 16
combines with another cause to produce loss,
damage or delay in delivery, the multimodal transport
operator shall be liable only to the extent that the
loss, damage or delay in delivery is
attributable to such fault or neglect,
provided that the multimodal transport operator
proves the part of the loss, damage or delay in
delivery not attributable thereto.

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY

1/ Where a multimodal transport operator becomes
liable for any loss of, or damage to, any goods,
the nature and value where of have not been
declared by the consignor before such
consignment have been taken in charge by the
multimodal transport operator the liability of
the multimodal transport operator to pay
compensation shall not exceed special drawing
rights 835 per package or other shipping unit,
or special drawing rights 2.5 per kilogram of
gross weight of the goods lost or damaged,
whichever is the higher.

2/ For the purposes of calculating which amount is
the higher in accordance with Sub-Atticle (1) of
this Article, the following rules apply:

a) where a container, pallet or similar article of
transport is used to consolidate goods, the
packages or other shipping units enumerated
in the multimodal transport document as
packed in such article of transport are
deemed packages or shipping units. Except
as aforesaid, the goods in such article of
transport are deemed one shipping unit ;
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21.

22.

b) in cases where the article of transport
itself has been lost or damaged, that
article of transport, if not owned or
otherwise supplied by the multimodal
transport operator, is considered as one
separate shipping unit.

3/ When the loss of or damage to the goods
occurred during one particular stage of the
multimodal transport, in respect of which
an applicable law provides a higher limit of
liability than the limit stipulated under sub-
article 1 of this Article, then the limit of the
multimodal transport operator's liability for such
loss or damage shall be determined in
accordance with the provisions of the
relevant law applicable in relation to the
mode of transport during which the loss or
damage occurred.

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY FOR DELAY
IN DELIVERY

The liability of the multimodal transport operator for
loss resulting from delay in delivery
according to the provisions of Articles
16and 17 of this Proclamation shall be
limited to an amount equivalent to two and
a half times the freight payable for the
goods delayed, but not exceeding the total
freight payable under the MT Contract.

AGGREGATE LIABILITY

The aggregate liability of the multimodal transport
operator, under Articles 20 and 21, or under
Articles 15 and 17, shall not exceed the
limit of liability for total loss of the goods as
determined by Article20or Article 23.

23. EXTENDED LIABILITY

By agreement between the multimodal transport
operator and the consignor, limits of liability
exceeding those provided for in Articles 20
and 21 may be fixed in the multimodal transport
document
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24. NON-CONTRACTUAL LIABILITY

25,

26.

21.

The defenses and limits of liability
provided for in this Proclamation shall
apply in any action against the multimodal transport
operator in respect of loss resulting from loss
of or damage to the goods, as well as from
delay in delivery whether the action be
founded in contract, in tort or otherwise.

PROTECTION OF SERVANTS AND AGENTS

If an action in respect of loss resulting from loss
of or damage to the goods or from delay in
delivery is brought against the servant or
agent of the multimodal transport operator, if such
servant or agent proves that he acted within
the scope of his employment, or against any
other person of whose services he makes use
for the performance of the multimodal transport
contract, if such other person proves that
he acted within the performance of the
contract, the servant or agent or such other
person shall be entitled to avail himself of the
defenses and limits of liability which the
multimodal transport operator is entitled to invoke
under the provisions of this Proclamation.

MAXIMUM AMOUNT RECOVERABLE

Except as provided in Articles 27and 28, the
aggregate of the amounts recoverable from the
multimodal transport operator and from a servant or
agent or any other person of whose services he
makes use for the performance of the multimodal
transport contract shall not exceed the limits of
liability provided for in the provisions of this
Proclamation.

LOSSOF RIGHT TOLIMITLIABILITY

1/ The multimodal transport operator shall not be
entitled to the benefit of the limitation of
liability provided for in this Proclamation if it is
proved that the loss, damage or delay in
delivery resulted from an act or omission of
the multimodal transport operator done with the
intent to cause such loss, damage or delay or
recklessly and with knowledge that such
loss, damage or delay would probably result.
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28.

2/ With out prejudice to Article 25, a servant or
agent of the multimodal transport operator or other
person of whose services he makes use for
the performance of the multimodal transport
contract is not entitled to the benefit of the
limitation of liability provided for in this
Proclamation if it is proved that the loss,
damage or delay in delivery resulted from an
act or omission of such servant, agent or
other person, done with the intent to cause
such loss, damage or delay or recklessly and
with knowledge that such loss, damage or
delay would probably result.

PART FOUR
LIABILITY OF THE SHIPPER

GENERAL RULE

The shipper shall be liable for loss sustained by
the multimodal transport operator if such loss is caused
by the fault or neglect of the shipper himself ,
or his servants or agents when such servants or
agents are acting within the scope of their
employment. Any servant or agent of the
consignor shall be liable for such loss if the
loss is caused by fault or neglect on his part.

29. SPECIAL RULES ON DANGEROUS GOODS

30

1/ The shipper shall mark or label in a

suitable manner dangerous goods as
dangerous.
2/ Where the shipper hands over

dangerous goods to the multimodal transport
operator, Or any person acting on his behalf,
the consignor shall inform him of the
dangerous character of the goods and, if
necessary, the precautions to be taken

LABELING OF DANGEROUS GOODS

If the shipper fails to inform the multimodal
transport operator as indicated in Article 29 Sub-
Article (2) and if the multimodal transport operator
does not otherwise have knowledge of their
dangerous character:-
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1/ the shipper shall be liable to the multimodal
transport operator for all loss resulting from
the shipment of such goods,

2/ the goods may at any time be unloaded,
destroyed or rendered innocuous, as the
circumstances may require, without payment
of compensation.

31. CARRIER'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE NAT-
URE OF GOODS

1/ The provisions of Article 30 may not be
invoked by any person if during the
multimodal transport he has taken the
goods in his charge with knowledge of their
dangerous character.

2/ If in cases where the provisions of Article 30
(2) does not apply or may not be invoked,
dangerous goods become an actual danger to
life or property, they may be unloaded,
destroyed, or rendered innocuous, as the
circumstances may require, without payment
of compensation except where in
accordance with the stipulation of
Article 38 of this Proclamation, theris an
obligation to contribute in general average
or where the multimodal transport operator is liable
in accordance with the provisions of
Aurticles 16 and 17.

PART FIVE
NOTICE AND ACTIONS

32. NOTICE OF APPARENT LOSS OR
DAMAGE

Unlessnoticeof loss or damage, specifying the
general nature of such loss or damage, is given
in writing by the consignee to the multimodal
transport operator not later than the working day after
the day when the goods were handed over to the
consignee, such handing over is "prima facie"
evidence of the delivery by the multimodal transport
operator of the goods as described in the
multimodal transport document.
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No compensation shall be payable for loss
resulting from delay in delivery unless notice
has been given in writing to the multimodal
transport operator within 60 consecutive days after the
day when the goods were delivered by handing
over to the consignee or when the consignee
has been notified that the goods have been de-
livered in accordance with Article 15 (2) (b) (i)
and (ii)

35. NOTICE FORLOSS OR DAMAGE SUSTAINEDBY

THEMTO

Unless notice of loss or damage, specifying the
general naureof the loss or damage, is given
in writing by the multimodal transport operator to
the consignor not later than 90 consecutive days
after the occurrence of suchloss or damage or after
the delivery of the goods in accordance with
Article 15 Sub-Article 2 (b) , whichewveris later, the
failure to give such notice is "prima facie"
evidence that the multimodal transport operator has
sustained no loss or damagedue to the fault or
neglect of the consignor, his servants or
agents.
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WORKING DAY

If any of the notice periods provided for in
Avrticle 32-35 terminates on a day which is
not a working day at the place of delivery of
the goods, such period shall be extended until
the next working day.

. NOTICE TO OTHERS

For the purposes of Articles 32 to 36 , notice given to
a person acting on the multimodal transport operator's
behalf, including any person of whose services he
makes use at the place of delivery, or to a person
acting on the consignor's behalf, shall be deemed to
have been given to the multimodal transport operator,
or to the consignor, respectively.

GENERAL AVERAGE

Nothing in the provisions of this Proclamation
shall prevent the application of provisions in
the multimodal transport contract or Maritime
Code regarding the adjustment of general
average, if and to the extent applicable.

LIEN RIGHT OF THE MULTIMODAL
TRANSPORT OPERATOR ON GOODS AND
DOCUMENTS

The multimodal transport operator shall have a lien on
the goods and any documents relating thereto for
all sums payable to the multimodal transport operator
under the multimodal transport document, including
storage fees, and for the cost of recovering these
sums.

. LIMITATION OF ACTIONS

1/ Any action relating to multimodal
transport under the provisions of this
Proclamation shall be time-barred if judicial
proceedings have not been instituted
within a period of two years.

2/ However, if notification in writing, stating
the nature and main particulars of the claim,
has not been given within six months after the
day when the goods were delivered or, where
the goods have not been delivered, after the
day on which they should have been delivered,
the action shall be time-barred at the expiry of
this period.
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41.

3/ The limitation period commences on the day
after the day on which the multimodal transport
operator has delivered the goods or part thereof
or, where the goods have not been delivered, on
the day after the last day on which the goods
should have been delivered.

4/ The person against whom a claim is made may at
any time during the running of the limitation
period extend that period by a declaration in
writing to the claimant. This period may be
further extended by another declaration .

5/ A recourse action for indemity by a person
held liabile under the relevent Law may be
instituted even after the expiration of the
limitation period provided for in sub-article
1 of this Article if instituted within 90 days
commencing from the day when the person
instituting such action for indemnity has
settled the claim or has been served with
process in the action against himself.

JURISDICTION

In judicial proceedings relating to multimodal
transport under the provisions of this
Proclamation , the plaintiff, at his option, may
institute an action in a court which is competent and
within the jurisdiction of which is situated one of the
following places:-

(a) the principal place of business or, in the
absence thereof, the habitual residence
of the defendant, or

(b) the place where the multimodal transport
contract was made, provided that the
defendant has there a place of business,
branch or agency through which the
contract was made, or

(c) the place of taking the goods in charge
for multimodal transport or the place of
delivery, or

(d) any other place designated for that
purpose in the multimodal transport
contract and evidenced in the
multimodal transport document.
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PART SIX
SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

98, L4700 PN PO-T 42, INVALIDSTIPULATIONS
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PAT 14997 adoolPF PANCET PO indirectly, from the provisions of this

SIIVPTF L4 T WPLCTDIV:: Proclamation. The nullity of such a stipulation
shall not affect the validity of other provisions of

the contract or document of which it forms a
part.
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43. INCREASING OF RESPONSIBILITY
OR OBLIGATIONS
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Notwithstanding the provisions of Article
44, the multimodal transport operator may with
the agreement of the consignor increase his
responsibilities and obligations under this
Proclamation.
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44, MANDATORY ADHERENCE TO THE PROVISIONS
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The multimodal transport document shall contain a
statement that the multimodal transport is subject to
the provisions of this Proclamation which nullify
any stipulation derogating there from to the
detriment of the consignor or the consignee.
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Where the claimant in respect of the goods has
incurred loss as a result of a. stipulation which is null
and void by virtue of Article 42, or as a result of the
omission of the statement referred to in Article 44, the
multimodal transport operator must pay compensation
to the extent required in order to give the claimant
compensation in accordance with the provisions of
this Proclamation for any loss of or damage to
the goods as well as for delay in delivery. The
multimodal transport operator must, in addition, pay
compensation for costs incurred by the claimant
for the purpose of exercising his right.
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46. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall come into force up on
Publication in the Federal Negarit Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa, this 4" day of September, 2007
GIRMA WOLDEGIORGIS

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA




